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The first camel in South Australia arrived at Port Adelaide in 1840 onboard the S.S. Appoline
after being purchased by the Phillips brothers in Tenerife in the Canary Isles. He was part of a
shipment of six camels but before the camels could be secured, the ship sailed into a storm and
only one camel survived. The camel was seen as a valuable animal by John Ainsworth Horrocks
who purchased him and kept him at his homestead at Penwortham. He was later used on
exploratory expeditions into the northern arid lands of South Australia, where he became
famous, perhaps for the wrong reason!



First published 2019 by My Literary Adventure Inc.Text and Illustrations: © Graham
SmithAll rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmittedin any form
without prior permission from the publisher.My Literary Adventure Inc.PO Box 236, Goodwood,
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culture ofthe original custodians of our land, the Aboriginal People.Book Design and Print
Management:My Literary Adventure Inc.Chapter 1This story is about a camel named Harry.
However, his place in South Australia’s history actually begins with John Ainsworth
Horrocks.John Horrocks was the eldest son of a wealthy English merchant. As a young boy he
lived in Penwortham Hall, a gracious country home in Lancashire, England. He was educated in
London until he was 13 and then in Paris when his family moved there.During his time at school
in Paris his family again moved, this time to Vienna, but John remained in Paris at boarding
school to complete his formal education. He then eventually rejoined his parents in Vienna as a
tall, strapping young man.People who knew John described him as self-reliant, confident and
kind.Vienna added to John’s education beyond school. He mixed with many of the young
European nobility and he travelled widely throughout Europe with his sister. Meantime, John’s
family moved to Italy for a brief period and then returned back to England. John stayed in Europe
to settle the family’s remaining financial matters and during this time he learned about an
opportunity to invest in a new British province in faraway South Australia.When he returned to
England, John and his father decided to invest in this exciting venture. They began making
plans. As the eldest son, John was given the privilege of travelling to the new settlement across
the world. The family’s wealth enabled them to purchase promising pastoral land in the mid-
north of the new province and organise the required staff, supplies and equipment for this
venture. 

who was south australias first governor, who were the first in australia, who were the first to settle
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